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Welcome to the Cambridge Primary English Series, Stage 3.

This Learner’s Book will take you through Stage 3
of the Cambridge Primary curriculum. It has nine

units of lessons and activities to help you with
your speaking and listening skills, reading skills
and writing skills. Other activities will develop
your practical skills.

These icons will show you how you're going
to work:

L. have a discussion
[ [ ) do some reading
=z@¥ do some writing
act, sing, make things and play games

@ do a spelling activity

Three units in the book are about fiction:

e Unit 1, Ordinary days, has stories about real life
e Unit 4, Fiery beginnings, has myths, legends and

fables about fire
e Unit 7, Dragons and pirates, introduces some
adventure stories.

Three units are about non-fiction:

e Unit 2, Let’s have a party!, is a
texts

e Unit 5, Letters, looks at
write to each other

e Unit 8, Wonderful w
texts about places.

There are also three units a

poetry:

e Unit 3, See, hear, feel, enjoy, has plays and
poems about the senses

e Unit 6, Poems from around the world, has poems
that describe places and countries

e Unit 9, Laughing allowed, looks at jokes, funny
poems and ways of playing with words.

ut rhymes and

In every unit look out for these features too:

Hello! I am here to guide

and help you.

These tips give you handy

hints as you work.

Be boxeS help you check your own
Togress along the way.

Language focus

These boxes will explain specific
language rules.

On pages 127 to 133 you'll find interesting and
enjoyable spelling rules and activities to practise
and expand your knowledge of spelling. You can
go there whenever you like to check your own
spelling skills or to learn more about common
spelling patterns and letter strings.

On pages 134 to 143 you'll find a Toolkit — a set
of resources for you to use at any time. These
include tools and tips such as an editing checklist,
a self-evaluation tool for reading aloud and a list
of group work rules.

We hope you enjoy the course and that it helps
you feel confident about responding to English,
and using English in a variety of ways.

Gill Budgell and Kate Ruttle
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In this unit you will look at stories that are about  You will also learn about:
children like YOU.YOU will learn about Seﬂings nouns, verbs and qdjecﬁves'
and characters, and you will learn how to
make your reading sound interesting. At the
end of the unit you will write your own story.

1 Setting the scene |

dialogue in stories.

Q fe V2 %4 Talk about places

1 Look at the pictures. What are the places you can see?

2 Have you visited any of these places? Ask and answer the
following questions:

What did you do there?

Why were you there?

Did you enjoy being there?

Did anything interesting happen to you there?

Unit 1 Ordinary days




9 We use nouns and adjectives when we write stories.

1 Think of nouns and adjectives for the six pictures A-F.

2 In your notebook write six sentences, one for each
picture. Describe each one with a noun and an adjective.
Remember to use a capital letter at the beginning of
each sentence and a full stop at the end.

It s & busy classroom.
| have a messy bedroom.

Language focus

Nouns are words we use to name things. For examp@?the y@rds house, bed,
shop, beach, hill and flower are nouns.

Adjectives are words we use to describe nougg. For exa , The words big,
small, pretty, lovely, nice, dirty, horrible, hig aregdjectives.

GB Stories have settings.The udes a description

of the place, like your sen ity B.
It can also include infogrmati -
e the weather (e.g. i ‘.v - derstorm) You have just written
o the time (e.ggéen Rgliro was a little boy ...). six settings for a

Ol P =\ }. ] !,-L _.,_p‘;n'a. A_ & ': 1

The author Roald Dahl used lots of different
settings in his books for children. He wrote
them all in a shed in his back garden!

Session 1 Setting the scene



2 An ordinary school day J

Once upon an ordinary school day, an ordinary boy woke

from his ordinary dreams, got out of his ordinary bed,
had ... an ordinary wash, put on his ordinary clothes
and ate his ordinary breakfast.

The ordinary boy brushed his ordinary teeth, kissed his

ordinary mum goodbye and set off for his ordinary school.

Q [ ] * Look at the opening E

of a story called Once Upon an
Ordinary School Day.

1 Read the opening of the story.
2 Now re-read the opening
aloud to a talk partner. Can
you read it in an interesting

d clothes has o_e so the o is long.

way so that your partner want hivide it into syllables. For example,

fo keep on listening? th& word ordinary can be split into four

syllables: or-di-na-ry.
Any volunteer e Match it to other words you know.

Look again at the first sen For example, once is like one, and the o

is said the same way.

letter o in the first sentence? Look at the letter o by itself and as part

of different letter patterns in the words.

9 =< C W %" check your understanding.

1 Answer these questions in your notebook.
a What was the boy doing before he woke up?
b What did he do just before he put his clothes on?
c What did he do after he kissed his mum?
2 Talk about the story opening.
a What does the writer want you to know about the boy?
b What kind of story do you think this is going to be?
¢ What might happen in the story?

m Unit 1 Ordinary days



3 The power of words J

The ordinary boy went into his ordinary One girl shouted, “Stampeding horses!”

classroom and sat at his ordinary desk. Someone else said, “No, it was racing cars!”

Then, something quite out of the ordinary Poa] e @ iaesy By e, 7l e

happened ... elephants, Sir, and there were hundreds

“Good morning, everybody!” said a quite of them!”

extraordinary figure, bounding into the .
Y9 g “Yes,” laughed Mr Gee. “Isn’t it wonderful?

classroom. “My name is Mr Gee and I'm
Now, I want all of you to try to put what

your new teacher. Now, you don’t know me e
you hear on paper. Start writing!

And as the

and I don’t know you, so, to help me to get

. ic grew and sw n
to know you, I've had an idea ...” sic grew and swooped and

As Mr Gee handed out paper, he said, “For
our first lesson together I want you to listen
to some music and I want you to let the

music make pictures in your heads. Is tha
clear?”

And the ordinary children whispered:
“He’s barmy!” “He’s bonkers!” “H&OS
nutty as a fruitcake!” “Musi
“What'’s he on about?”

And Mr Gee said, “ » just
eyes, open your ea

And the music began: ling, rolling,
thunderous music that boomed and
crashed around the classroom.

Suddenly it stopped. And Mr Gee said:
“Tell me what the music made you think of.” By Colin McNaughton

Q L!_.J E’ What happens to the ordinary boy? Read what happens next

in the story and answer these questions in your notebook.
1 Who was the quite extraordinary figure?

2 What was the first thing the children had to do?

3 What helped the children while they were writing?

Session 3 The power of words u



GB Discuss these questions.

1 Did the story continue how you thought it would?
2 What made the change happen?

3 What has changed for the ordinary boy?
4 What do you think might happen next?

Language focus

Any volunteers?
Have you ever made pictures
in your head while listening
to music? If not, try it! Music
without words is best.

Remember that adjectives are words that describe things.
Adjectives can go either before a noun or after it.
He is an ordinary b;)y.
adjective noun
The b?y is ordinary
noun adj
.

@ o E AZ Y way tives are used in the story. Before Mr

Gee arrives the only adjec is ordinary. But when he arrives there’s
a new adjective: ext 1
1 Find all the adjectiv
five

ory after Mr Gee arrives.

oy | Tip

If you don’t know what a

How many g4
2 Why does s¥ddenly use all
these interesti ds?

3 Find the underlined word thunderous in
the story. What do you think it means?

4 Look up these adjectives in your
dictionary. Write the words and their
meanings in your notebook.

bonkers rumbling stampeding )

Unit 1 Ordinary days

word means:

e think of other words that
look and sound a bit
the same, for example
thunderous sounds like
thunder

e read the rest of the
sentence and see if you
can work it out

* Jook up the word in a
dictionary.




4 More about settings |

WELCOME TO
GALLERIES SHOPPING

WELCOME TO
GALLERIES SHOPPING

Q Yo B V&4 | ook at the two pictures of a car park near a shopping maill.

1 Decide what is the same and what is different in the two pictures.
2 Look at these adjectives. Which picture does each one describe?

sad cheerful sunny dark rainy warm stormy
bright dull empty colourful busy dangerous
smiley lively thundery gloomy light happy

3 Write three sentences to describe the setting in each of the pictures -
it can be the place, the weather or the time. Remember that adjectives
can go before or after a noun.

Session 4 More about settings ﬂ



@ LN =<9 Create a setting and use it in a story.

1 Look at the cartoon strip. What do you think has happened?

What do you think the setting is? Does the cartoon strip tell a story?
2 Think of a title for the cartoon strip story.
3 Write a description of the setting using interestig§ waogds.

5 Characters
<
Q & B AZ T3 usually want @ our tiWhgs about the characters

in a story:
e what they look like e what they think or say
e what they do e how they feel.

1 Look back at the cgyfo
partner. Remembe
the charact: na

2 Write a deg€ripij
him or her COMme to Mite.

@ L C N =<4 Create another character.

1 Look at the three illustrations. Who would you most like to be friends with?

on [ e last session.Tell the story to a talk
eformation about the setting. Give each of

YInclude some information about them too.

main character using interesting words to make

Why?

Asibi

m Unit 1 Ordinary days




2 Think of an adjective to describe each of the three characters.
Write your three adjectives in your notebook.

3 Read the character porirait of Liang. Do you think these statements are
true or false?

Liang hangs out in the mall with his friends. He and his
friends usually wear earplugs so they have to SMS each
other if they want to talk. Sometimes Liang texts back;
sometimes he doesn't.

Liang is interested in computers. He enjoys Sicgfg thgough
websites, finding out about the latestgimprov d
new releases. He and his friends gag commgnicate
through SMS and. online. When @ b mall, they
generally saunter over to a WRE shop to examine the
computers on display.

P

el e PG '/
a ave fun together.
b
(o a logabout computers.
d bout visiting the computer shop.

e Liang likes playing football.
4 In your notebook write a character portrait of either Juan or Asibi.
Include information about:
e what Juan/Asibi likes doing
e the kind of person he/she is.

Session 5 Characters a




6 Verbs )
Language focus V%

Verbs tell you what someone or something does, is or has.

Verbs also tell you when the action in the sentence happens: 1\0?‘-'

When? What? Tense

Yesterday morning she walked to school. past g 2

Every morning she walks to school. present ":?é
Tomorrow morning | she will walk to school. |fufure :fi

A sentence must: 2

TEX

® have a verb - if there isn't a verb, it isn't a sentence
® pbegin with a capital letter

e end with a full stop, question mark or ex nm
® make sense.

Verbs are sometimes
called ‘doing’ words, but
they are also ‘being’ or

‘having’ words.

The verb be is the most
L X . M g g " common verb in the English P

language. Different parts
- of the verb are tricky to

7 ;
Q =W+ W4 Decide which of the following recognise. They include the
. - : little words am, is, are, was
are sentences. Write the sentences in your b nd were.
notebook and underline the verb in each one.
The cute kittens.

She whispered to her friend. No verb? Not a
| love chocolate. sentence!
| heard hundreds of elephants. '
Some dangerous sharks.

They walk to school together.

o0 h ODN -~

—

m Unit 1 Ordinary days



@B Write these sentences in your notebook, completing
each one with the correct form of the verb be.

1 When he ... six, Liang could play the piano very well.
2 His fingers ... very good at finding the notes.
3 Now that Liang ... eight, he can mend computers.
4 Lliang’s teacher says that he ... very clever.
5 "l... very interested in computers,” said Liang.
_

@B These sentences all contain a form of the verb

have. Write the sentences in your notebook.Then fin
the different forms of have and underline them.
1 Sharks have sharp teeth.

2 | had a toy like that when | was little.

3 She is having a violin lesson at the mo f.
4 She has no front teeth at the mo

Different forms of a verb often a bilik&@ach other. Try looking
for words that begin with the sa € s have.

7 Amazing Gre -

a Grace was a girl who I6Ved stories.
She didn’t mind if they were read to her or
told to her or made up out of her own head.
She didn’t care if they were from books or on
TV or in films or on the video or out of Nana's
long memory. Grace just loved stories.
And after she had heard them, or sometimes
while they were still going on, Grace would
act them out. And she always gave herself the
most exciting part.

Session 7 Amazing Grace




9 One day at school her teacher said they were going to do the play of Peter
Pan. Grace put up her hand to be ... Peter Pan.
“You can’t be called Peter,” said Raj. “That’s a boy’s name.”
But Grace kept her hand up.
“You can’t be Peter Pan,” whispered Natalie. “He wasn’t black.” But Grace
kept her hand up.
“All right,” said the teacher. “Lots of you want to be Peter Pan, so we'll have
to have auditions. We'll choose the parts next Monday.”

e When Grace got home, she seemed rather sad.
“What'’s the matter?” asked Ma.
“Raj said I couldn’t be Peter Pan because I'm a g

“Tt seems that Natalie is another
“You can be anything you

A)

is t from a story called Amazing Grace by
Mary Hoffma
1 Whatdoy

it might mean

word amazing means? Talk about what

2 Read the story extract. (The paragraphs are numbered to help you
talk about the story later.)

G ) B Explore the meaning of the story.

1 Discuss the last phrase of the extract, if you put your mind to it. What do
you think it means? Does Nana think that Grace could be Peter Pan?
2 Answer these questions in your notebook.
a What did Grace like most?
b What was going to happen in school?
c Which part did Grace want to be?
d Why was Grace sad when she got home?

m Unit 1 Ordinary days



3 Discuss the story so far.
a What do we know about Grace, Ma and Nana?
b What are the settings?
¢ How do you think the story will finish? Give your reasons.

4 What is the theme (the main idea) of the story? Look at what some other
children said was the theme. Which one do you think is the best answer?
What do you think is the theme?

If you put your
Q Lots of people want mind to it, you Grace liked acting so

the main part in a can be anything |  she got the best part
you want to in the play.

It’s fun to act

lay, but only one
out stories. piay J

person can have it.

B PP
8 Dialogue J
Q There is lots of dialogue (tal .@ he on m

page 16. How do we know whaifilile CQ@ffacters say to

. When you are looking
each other in the story? Re-read ogghe extract.
1 How many people talk e story?
2 Who are they?
3 What are the word
4 How do you

for what people say,
look for speech marks
before and after the
says fo Grace? words people say, like
e is talking? this: “Thank you!”

ou write dialogue, you use a verb to show that a

character said s ing. But don't use the verb said each time - that would

be boring!

1 Re-read the whole story. Which other words are used instead of said?
Think of a different verb the writer could have used instead of said.

2 Read these sentences aloud with expression to a talk partner.

Use the verb to work out how to say the words.Talk about how
and why you changed your voice.

e “Good morning,” he said. The verbs give a lot of information
about how the characters are feeling
_ when they speak. We start a new line
Good morning,” he yelled. for each new character.

"Good morning,” she sobbed.

"Good morning,” she mumbled.

"Good morning,” he whispered.

Session 8 Dialogue



9 Sequencing events ]

QB Discuss the sequence, or order, of the main events of the story.

1 Work in a group to decide the order these events happened in.

A B

The auditions Grace is a Some children tell her
happen in great success she can’t be Peter Pan
school. in the play. but Nana says she can
do anything.

She wants Grace likes o .

. All the ren gote for
to be Peter acting out e b ‘
Pan. Stories . e s the

2 Now use the six main events frgm
mountain.Talk about where e
diagram into your note

ion 1 to make a story
should go. Copy the

5 Then what happens?

2 Beginning /
1 Introduction Problem 6 Ending

The story mountain shows the shape of most stories. You can use it to plan
your own stories or to understand the events in a story you have read.

G Act out the story.

1 Decide who will play the different characters in the story.
2 Act out the story using your story mountain.

m Unit 1 Ordinary days




10 Plan a story

Q L ) =z@) Think of an idea for a new story and make a plan.

1 Discuss ideas for a new story based on the pattern of Amazing Grace.
Choose one of your ideas to write about.

2 Draw a story mountain in your notebook and plot the main events of
your story.

3 Write some notes about the setting and characters at the side of your
story mountain.Your story mountain and notes will be your plan.

r

/

If you're stuck for ideas for

your story, how about one
of these suggestions?

—

Viktoria wants to ride in a pony show. Tim wants to drive a go-kart. His dad is
Olivia says she can’t ride well enough. worried he might get hurt.

Session 10 Plan a story “



G Tell your story. m

1 Tell your story to yourself first. Remember When you tell yourself the
to include some dialogue. story, speak like a writer. Use
2 Now tell it o a talk partner. Ask your the same kind of words and

partner to tell you something you could sentences as when you write,

t th 1d
do to make your story better. notthe ones you would use

. when you speak.
3 Change your story plan to include any

new ideas you or your talk partner had
about your story.

11 Write a story |
Tell your story again to a talk p

tner so t u know
what to write.Then write your story, foll ur plgn.
Remember to include: Q .

e a setting

e qa description of the characte ters

e some dialogue.
Good handwriting helps your

QB Check your hoffegiting® reader to enjoy your story. Is your
‘ handwriting a good size, with

regular spaces between the letters

and between the words?

12 Improve yr ar story

Q Re-read t that you wrote in the last session. Have you
followed your plan? Do you need to add some dialogue?

GB Could your descriptions be even better?

1 Look again at your descriptions of the setting and the main character.
Add three adjectives to improve each of the descriptions.
2 Re-read your story and check it carefully for any errors. Check:
e the grammar
e the spelling
e the punctuation.

m Unit 1 Ordinary days




How did I do?

@ In this unit you have read or listened to parts of Once Upon an
Ordinary Day and Amazing Grace.Talk about what was the same about
the stories and what was different. Which story did you like best? Why?

@B You have learned about nouns, verbs and adjectives, and about
dialogue in stories.
1 Copy the table into your notebook and write these words in the table.

ball bounced black smiled silly school ick queen quocked)

Nouns Verb djectives

2 Look at these sentence 1 ue. Which ones are frue?
Copy the true sentences i

a We use the wor talk about silly things people do.

b We use th rd gué to talk about conversations in stories.

c We put gpeec als around words like *he said” so we know who
is talkin

d We put spe arks around the words characters say so we

know what they said.
e We start a new paragraph when a new character says something.
f We start a new line when a new character says something.

’ve learned lots
of new things.

I've learned some
things.

| don’t think I’ve
learned very much.

Session 12 Improve your story m



. 2 /Let's have a party!
T

In this unit you will learn about instructions You will also learn about:

and invitations. You will read different sorts of command verbs and sequencing
instructions and write your own instructions as
you plan for a class party.

words, tenses, prefixes and suffixes,
compound words, adjectives and
adverbs.

1 Celebrations J
Language focus

i

To read the word celebrations you can: celeg:::ign L}

e split it info syllables - ce-le-bra-tions FvieiiGn B

® |ook for words and suffixes - celebra Eucon L

has the verb celebrate plus the sd¢ orepare oreparation |
making the verb info a noun.

Unit 2 Let’s have a party!



Q (W -S4 141k about different celebrations.

1 Talk about the photos on page 22. Which celebrations
do they show?

2 Talk about a celebration you have been to.

When you tell someone about

G || "+%"48 Find out about celebrations. something you have done,

. . N remember to say:
Use a dictionary to find the definition S Coi e e e

of celebration. Do a search on the - what you did
internet and look at books to find * where you were
out more. * when it happened

You need to know the alphabet to use
a dictionary. Check you know it!

2 A class party J
Let’s plan a pa h

1 What is a party? Talk abo
e what you need

® how you Wiltell p e there is a party
e what yof co ot the party.

2 Make a list e idgas you have discussed.

GB Can you remember what you learned about verbs in Unit 1?
Copy these sentences into your notebook.

Underline the verb in each one.
Any volunteers?

1 Write ideas for a class party. Who remembers what verbs are? .
2 Some people dance at parties. Look back at the Language focus box
3 Parties are fun. on page 14 if you need to.

4 Make invitations for a class party. T — —

Session 2 A class party m



3 Fiction or non-fiction? J
Did you know?

We can use special words to talk about different kinds of writing.

text = any piece of writing
fiction = a story or text that someone has made up

non-fiction
text type

a text giving information or telling the reader true things

a particular kind of text — either fiction (e.g. traditional tales or
fantasy stories) or non-fiction (e.g. instructions, explanations).

Q (W -%74) s it fiction or nonfiction? Look at sopg® books and

decide whether they are fiction or non-fiction. ou know?

If you don’t know whether a book is fiction or C , try dpese steps

to help you decide.
1 Look at the title. The titles of non-ficti
the book is about; fiction books may

ually tell you what
e imaginative title.
2 Look at the pictures on the cov

the book if it is non-fictio
4 Flick through the Do

Are there headid§s ab

probably a non- bo

story is about if it is fiction.
ave a contents page or index?
paragraphs of writing? If so, it’s

G L.__'_l fe =24 Look at texts 1-3 on page 25. Are they fiction or non-fiction?

1 Read the texts. Which is an invitation? Which is a story? Which
is instructions?

2 Talk about the differences between the texts.Talk about the features of
each type.

3 Make a list of the main features of each text type in your notebook.

m Unit 2 Let’s have a party!



A surprise for Vové)

Jodo was excited.

Vovo was going to be eighty and the family was
planning to have a surprise party for her. He had known
his grandmother was old, but not that old. He wondered what
old people did at parties. They couldn’t dance or play games.
Perhaps they just ate and talked. Suddenly, he felt less excited. But this was
going to be a surprise party. He wondered what he could do to surprise her.

L=

12

How to make a sponge cake

is invited to
Vovd's Surprise Party.

It will be at
You will need: Santa Teresa Colombo Café
175 g softened butter, sugar and flour Rio de Janeiro
3 medium eggs on 18th May at 4.30.
1 tsp baking powder Come dressed to impress.

RSVP

What to do:

1 First mix together

2 Add the eggs and
and creamy.

3 Now mix the baking pg,

e sugar.

with the flour.

4 Then sift thg flour into tH®dutter mix and The features of a text type are
gently fold in. ‘ the things that make that text
5 Finally spoon the mixture into two shallow di he oth
cake tins and bake in a medium oven for type different jrom the others.
25 minutes. The features include the purpose

of a text, its layout and the
~ language used in it.

o

@B Answer these questions in your notebook.

1 What does Jodo want to do at Vovd's party?
2 When you make this cake, what must you do after you beat the eggs?
3 In which city will Vové's party be held?

Session 3 Fiction or non-fiction? a



e f@ E’ *AZ Continue planning the class party.

1 Talk about the party you are planning for the class.
e Who will be at the party?
e Will the party have a theme?
e Will you need to prepare invitations? Why?

How to make a pop-up card

You will need:

3 pieces of card:
« Card 1: 25cm (107) long 20cm (8") wide
« Card 2:12cm (5") long 8cm (3”) wide
+ Card 3:12cm (5") square

How to make the pop-up card:
1 First fold Card 1 in half

2 Thendraw aline 1 cm (Y2
either end of Card 2.

3 Fold Card 2 along both th
then fold it in half.

4 Next open Car

5 Glue along tiie en rd 2,
then stick Ca sid@Card 1,
as shown in the @ m.

6 Draw a party picture on Card 3
and cut it out.

”

) from
e |INgs,

7 Finally glue your party picture
onto the edge of Card 2.

2 Look at the How to make a pop-up card text. What sort of text is it?
Read the text and talk about its features.

3 Now follow the instructions for making a pop-up card.

4 When you have finished, put your card somewhere safe - you will
need it in the next session.

m Unit 2 Let’s have a party!
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